
 

   
 

What is “Am I Number 12?” 

„Am I Number 12?‟ is the theme of World Hepatitis Day, which takes place annually on 19th 

May. The theme highlights the shocking statistic that one in 12 people worldwide is living 

with either chronic hepatitis B or chronic hepatitis C. While this is far higher than the 

prevalence of HIV or any cancer, awareness is inexplicably low and the majority of those 

infected are unaware.  The World Hepatitis Alliance hopes that „Am I Number 12?‟ will 

prompt people to think about the huge scale of hepatitis infection globally, about whether 

they may be at risk (and if so, to get tested) and about how to avoid becoming infected.  

The inclusive theme will also help combat the stigma often associated with hepatitis B and C 

by highlighting in a memorable way the extent of hepatitis infection across the world.  Importantly, 

the hepatitis B and C viruses do not discriminate, and prevention messages apply to everyone.  

How has the theme been used? 

The „Am I Number 12?‟ platform is the basis of awareness-raising activities across the world and since its launch in 

2008 the campaign has reached over 148 million people globally and driven people from more than 170 countries 

to visit the global websites: www.aminumber12.org ● www.suis-jelenumero12.org ● www.souonumero12.org ● 

www.sonoioilnumero12.org ● www.soyelnumero12.org ● www.rakam12.org  

„Am I Number 12?‟ has been translated into 40 languages and has been used by over 200 patient groups to raise 

awareness.  „Am I Number 12?‟ has appeared everywhere from rock concerts in Dhaka City to airports around the 

world, and from the Big Brother house to briefings with the World Health Organization.   
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What is happening in 2009? 

World Hepatitis Day 2009 is taking place right across the world. At a country level, patient groups and partners of 

the World Hepatitis Alliance have been launching „Am I Number 12?‟ campaigns that include „Am I Number 12?‟ 

cookie stalls at High Schools in Canada, impromptu gatherings known as „Flash Mobs‟ across Germany, a human 

„Am I Number 12?‟ with the help of 500 children in Pakistan, projections on famous landmarks in Portugal, and a 

giant advertising campaign in Piccadilly Circus, London.  

Early 2009 also saw the launch of an „Am I Number 12?‟ creative competition by the World Hepatitis Alliance, 

which called on patient groups and individuals, amateur and professional artists to develop entries which could 

include posters, videos, creative writing or photographs to communicate the theme.  Further information is available 

online at: http://www.aminumber12.org/Competition.aspx 

The World Hepatitis Alliance has also designed 10 new 2009 campaign posters which can be used and adapted as 

part of awareness raising campaigns at a global and national level.  All of these posters have been translated into 

Arabic, French, Mandarin, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish, and aim to communicate the simple messages that 

one in 12 people around the world are living with hepatitis B or C and for the vast majority their biggest risk is being 

unaware they are infected.  For the latest on how the „Am I Number 12?‟ campaign and new visuals are being used 

by patient groups around the world visit the World Hepatitis Day map at 

http://www.aminumber12.org/AroundtheWorld.aspx.  

   

For more information 

“AM I Number 12?” campaign materials are available in over 40 languages – for logo images, postcards, posters  

 

and banner ads please contact the World Hepatitis Alliance at worldhepday@fleishman.com . 

„Am I Number 12?‟ On Tour 

As part of the global 2009 campaign, Raquel José of the World Hepatitis Alliance has been visiting different 

countries on an „Am I Number 12?‟ tour. Raquel has met with local patient groups, patients, health ministers and 

non-government organisations and through her blog has been showcasing achievements in chronic hepatitis policy 

as well as helping to increase awareness of the „Am I Number 12?‟ campaign.  Visit the blog and leave Raquel a 

comment or a question: http://blog.worldhepatitisday.org/  
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